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3A MONEY STORIES 
 
Li Hua Bao 
Credit Card 
 I opened a credit card account last year. When I opened the account, the bank needed to charge me $29 a year 
because I didn’t have a credit score and I also needed to pay a $500 deposit. The bank employee said, “When you 
spend $100, you can get 2% back.” After that I used my credit card to pay for everything because I wanted to 
improve my credit score.  
 But every month I didn’t have a high enough credit limit, so I went to the bank and talked to the bank employee. 
“I want to improve my credit card,” I said. “I don’t have enough money to use.” The bank employee said, “If you want 
to use more money, you need to wait until next year because the first time you use your credit card, you can just use 
the $500 deposit. When you get a credit score, you can call the credit card company to raise your credit limit to 
$1000 a month and you will get the $500 back. The second year you won’t have to pay a $29 fee every year.” So right 
now I don’t need to pay fees and I got back my $500 deposit. 
 
Crystal Chen  
Friends and Money 
 Everybody loves money. You and I are no exceptions. It is important in our lives and we need it to live. It can be 
the test of all things. 
 When I first arrived in New York, I knew I needed to earn money to support myself. I needed to rent an 
apartment, buy food, and spend money on other things, so I found two jobs. After a week I got paid. I was excited. I 
wanted to share it with one of my good friends. 
 I bought two gifts for her and her two kids. I was going to call her to invite her to dinner. But she called me first. 
She invited me to her home. She asked me,” Did you get paid?” I said,” Yes, I just got it. I’m happy. I want to go out 
to have dinner with you and your kids.” She said,” Okay, but can you lend me $500? We’re going back to China next 
month, and we don’t have enough money.”  
 So I lent her $500. After one week, she told me they needed to pay rent and pay the credit card bill next month. 
Could I help her pay those? They needed to keep a good credit score. I thought the credit score was very important, 
so I said yes. 
 Now, four years later she has never given back one cent, and she hasn’t said anything about borrowing the 
money from me. I don’t know why. Sometimes I think she is really forgetful or really doesn’t want to give back my 
money. 
 Is money really the root of all evil? I don’t know. I love money still. 
 
Sissy Chen 
I Love My Credit Card Rewards 
 I have been in America for 16 years. I’ve applied for a credit card three times. The first time I applied it was 
through Citibank, but the credit card company didn’t give it to me. The second time, my husband and I wanted to 
buy an apartment, so I went to the Bank of America to open an account. The bank gave me a free credit card. It had 
1% rewards when you used this card for shopping and it had 5% rewards when you used this card at the gas station. 
But I didn’t have a car so I hardly used this credit card for five years. But now I often use this credit card. It’s also my 
first credit card. 
 Compared to my first credit card, I use my second credit card more. The Bank of America also helped me to 
apply for it. This credit card has a $30 reward every three months when you pay higher than the minimum. I think 
this credit card is suitable for me for shopping of buying food because I usually don’t use a credit card to pay more 
than $200. So I’m very excited and happy when there’s the $30 reward on my credit card statement. Of course I pay 
the balance every month on time. I think it really is free money. I really love my second credit card rewards, but I’m 
also careful to use it.  
 When I need to make big or expensive purchases, I use my first credit card. Last week, I got a $25 cash reward 
on my first credit card. It means I spent $2,500 on this card. It took me about six years, but I waited for it. I’m so 
happy.  
 
Song Song Chen 
Money 
 People can’t live without money. All of the world turns around the money. 
 I worked for seven years as a cashier at a shoe store. That was a hard job. Every day was busy, and the money 
had to be correct at the end of the work. When the store closed, I needed to count the money—over 50,000 RMB 
only using my hands to count. They didn’t have a money counting machine. If the money didn’t match the list, I had 
to pay for it. Most customers only paid in cash, so I needed to be careful. 
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 Everyone uses money. We all want it, work for it, and think about it. If I had $50 million, I would travel with my 
family to wherever they wanted to go. So saving money is something to do now. In my opinion, having enough 
money is just fine. 
 
Vincy Chen 
First Pay in the U.S. 
 The airplane landed at night when I came to the U.S., and my sister-in-law came to the airport to pick us up. The 
next morning, my sister-in-law treated us to breakfast at Jin Huang Restaurant. This restaurant is on 8th Avenue in 
Brooklyn. When we passed the Fei Long Supermarket, I saw it had a posting in the window for a cashier. I went to 
the supermarket to ask the manager about that job and told him I wanted to apply for it. The manager asked me if I 
had experience as a cashier. I answered him, “Yes.” I told him I had worked at a supermarket in China. Then he 
asked me when I could go to work. I told him in two days.  
 After two days, I went to work. The manager gave me a list of all the product codes, and he asked me to 
memorize the codes and then taught me how to accept food stamps. I worked six days a week, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, 
but Saturday and Sunday I worked from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. I worked 50 hours a week.  
 Two weeks later, I got paid for the first time in the U.S. I was very excited because I was thinking that my two 
weeks’ income in the U.S. was equivalent to two months’ income in China. After work, I spent nine dollars to buy six 
cups of bubble tea to treat my nieces and my husband. 
                                                          
Xiu Zhen Chen 
Credit Card 
 In America, you can easily get a credit card. You can get many credit cards, and you can use them at any store or 
online. But you need to pay them on time because your credit is important. In the future, if your credit is good, you 
can borrow money to buy your house or car or open a business. If you miss the due date, you will have to pay a fee. 
 I like to use credit cards. My wallet doesn’t have money in it. I can use credit cards to buy things, then I pay next 
month. Usually, I have a plan to pay three days before the due date. Two weeks ago, I wanted to pay online, but it 
was the weekend, so I couldn’t pay, I thought I would pay on Monday, but I forgot Monday was a holiday, and the 
bank was closed. Then I passed the due date and I needed to pay $25. My credit score will go down.  
 After that, I changed my plan. I will pay my credit card one week before the due date. Then I won’t have a fee. 
 
Xiao Feng Dong                                   
I Won the Prize 
 In 2006, I worked with my friends to buy Chinese sports lottery tickets. From the beginning, I did not 
understand, but it was very fun. I did not use much money, so I did not care about winning or losing. But my friends 
were very keen about it.  
 At the lottery store, we would discuss and study with other people about numbers that were open that day and 
numbers that were easy to find. We also researched online. Sometimes we won small amounts of money, but in 
many cases there were no winners.  
 Football Lottery was a quiz show about the teams that qualified for the World Cup. My friends liked this a lot 
and every time a match was broadcast, they would tell me to watch it with them. The matches were all very early in 
the morning and I would fall asleep after ten minutes. My friends were often in very good spirits and very excited. 
Every time there was a great play, I woke up.  
 Once, we actually played Football Lottery and spent 100 yuan on a ticket. My friends were very uneasy as we 
watched the game and were terrified by the time the game ended. One of my friends told me that we won 1,000 
yuan. We were terrified and very happy. 
 
Ruzan Ghazaryan  
How I Lost and Found My Debit Card 
 Before winter vacation I went to a bank to put money in my checking account. I deposited my money and I 
started walking toward my house. I put my debit card between my cell phone and cell phone case. I was focused 
because one month ago I lost my debit card. I was little bit nervous because I still had some cash with me for my 
vacation.  
 When I crossed a street, at the same time a man also crossed the street. He seemed very suspicious and strange. I 
don’t know why I thought like that. Maybe thinking about the money in my backpack made me scared.  
 When I crossed another street and went away from that stranger, someone tapped me on my shoulder. It was 
him! I was horrified but he held out his hand with my debit card.  It was shocking for me, I felt regret for my 
thoughts two minutes before, and at the same time I tried to understand how I had dropped my card. He left and I 
just managed to yell, “Thank you!” 
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 I am thankful to this man for returning my credit card, and for the lesson that taught me not to judge people by 
their physical features.   
 
Yueh Hong Hsia 
Lucky Money 
 Holidays are always celebrated by family and friends together, talking and drinking. My uncle celebrated his 
birthday this year on Thanksgiving Day because everyone in my uncle’s family had the day off. There were about 
twenty people. My uncle has seven grandsons and with my daughter there was a total of eight kids at this party. They 
were very happy because every kid got 100 dollars from my uncle. I was happy too.  
 My cousin is a chef. He cooks very well and always makes special food for family parties. This time he also 
cooked. My cousin usually drinks a lot and I can drink a lot too, but I’m never drunk. Sometimes just a little dizzy. 
When we finished the party, my husband drove me home. 
 The next morning, my husband left home early. After he came back, I was still asleep. I just heard my husband 
say, “Thank you to me. I found your wallet next to my car.” I felt very lucky because my driver’s license, credit card, 
and a few hundred dollars with my daughter’s lucky money were in my wallet. Now I always check my bag to make 
sure my wallet is inside. 
 
Esther Li 
Money for My Life 
 When I was a child, people were very poor. They were very careful with money, so they seldom lost money. 
Parents gave their children just a little money. I didn’t manage or handle money when I was kid, but when I grew up 
and got married, I had to manage and control money because my husband was generous. He always wasted money 
everywhere. I was also generous, but I was poor at that time. I had two sons. I had to bring them up. So, I became 
stingy.  
 I was very careful with money. Every day I counted, counted, and counted my money. Since I had my own 
business, I think I was a little rich. One day my friend asked me, “Do you have money?” She borrowed about 6,000 
RMB from me. She promised to pay me back in one year. But she still hasn’t returned it to me up to now.  
 I never used a credit card in China. I just used a debit card. Since moving to the United States, I’ve had to use a 
credit card to improve my credit score. In fact, I don’t like to use my credit card. With a card you just swipe, swipe, 
and swipe. It makes me not care about money.  
 I think some things have pros and cons. Right now I use a credit card every day. It is convenient. Every weekend 
I will check my account so I know how much I spend and I can pay my credit card bill.  
 Some say, “No money, no talk.” But I think sometimes money is important, and sometimes money is not 
important. If you have a lot of money, someday you will die, and you can’t bring anything with you. 
 
Xiao Qing Li 
Money Is Useful 
 I think money has a lot of meaning to everyone. If you know how to use it, it will be good. If you don’t know to 
use it, it will be bad. For me, I think money is good and useful. I earn my money through my hard work, and I use my 
money to travel and buy things for me and my family. That always makes me feel so good. 
 Actually, money is just a piece of paper, but we all need it because it gives our lives a different meaning. For 
example, if I use one dollar to buy a bottle of water, it’s worth only a bottle of water, but if I give one dollar to a 
homeless person and other people also give one dollar, it can provide him with some food and water to live. This one 
dollar has a different worth. It can help somebody’s life and let them feel warm. When I transfer money to another 
thing and make other people feel good, I will think money is useful.  
 Let me tell you a story about my first part-time job. When I was fourteen years old, I had a few days off from 
school, so I decided to get a part-time job to earn some money and have a different experience. Luckily I really got a 
part-time job. It was an easy job: I just needed to give the company’s business card to people. But the workplace was 
a little bad. It was on the street, and the temperature was so low. I needed to stand up and I needed to always keep 
speaking loudly. I couldn’t be lazy because the manager was always standing near me. I felt nervous and cold.  
 Finally after eight hours I finished giving away my cards and I got paid. When I got the money, I really felt so 
excited. Although it was a little money, for me it was “Big Money.” I used it to buy two warm pairs of shoes for my 
parents. I still remember when they got my gifts, they gave me a very special smile. That is money’s usefulness. 
 
Elaine Liang 
My New Credit Card 
 One day in 2007 when I went shopping at Macy’s, I bought a wallet. When I was paying, the cashier asked me, 
“Would you like to apply for a Macy’s credit card? If you apply for a new credit card, you will receive 25 percent off.” 
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I didn’t understand what exactly she said because my English wasn’t good, but I still said yes. So she helped me open 
a new Macy’s credit card and I used my bank credit card to pay it. 
 About a month later, I got my Macy’s credit card statement. At that time I couldn’t read a statement by myself. 
My sister helped me read it, but she told me I didn’t need to pay it because I said I had paid using my bank credit 
card. I just had to wait for my bank credit card statement. When I got my bank credit card statement, it didn’t show 
this cost. I was confused, so I went to the bank to ask the teller to check it. The bank teller told me my card wasn’t 
used at that time. This didn’t solve my problem and I was still confused. 
 I think it was three months later that I got my Macy’s credit card statement. My friend helped me to read it and 
told me I got a late fee of $75. We went to the Macy’s store and asked the cashier, “Could I erase the late fee?” She 
helped me call customer service but they couldn’t erase it because it had been too long and I should have paid it fast. 
If I paid later, I had to pay more late fees, so I paid right away by cash. 
 After that I couldn’t successfully apply for a store credit card for five years. I learned how to read a statement. I 
usually go online to check and always pay the bill early. I never made the same mistake again.  
 
Dan Lin 
About Money 
    Money is important for everyone. But different countries have different traditions. 
     In my country, old people usually save money more than spend money. They save money to buy a house. If they 
own their house, they will save money for retirement. Other people will ask, “Why do you need to save for 
retirement? ’’ When they get to retirement age, the government will support them. They don’t need to save for 
retirement. But people don’t know that in China there are a lot of small cities where people don’t work for the 
government or big companies, so they need to save for retirement.  
 In America, people every year need to pay taxes. When you get to retirement age, the government will support 
you. You can get social security every month, so people don’t need to worry too much. I like that: making money, 
spending money, enjoying life.  
 Life is short. We need to plan, but we also need to enjoy. I think in the future, China will study America. 
Everyone will need to pay taxes, and people will enjoy life and not worry about saving for retirement. 
 
Jing Xiong Mei 
Lucky Money 
          “Red envelope” is a word everyone likes. Usually children will receive red envelopes from older people for 
Chinese New Year and their birthdays. Red envelopes symbolize the older people’s hope for the children. It means 
they hope children will grow up to be healthy and study hard. When children receive red envelopes, they will be very 
happy and excited. They have money to buy things they like. Children always look forward to New Year’s.  
 In China red envelopes have another meaning. But it is a bad thing. If you are running a business or need 
someone’s help, you usually give them a red envelope and you will get help quickly or get better service. This bad 
habit always presents itself in our lives and gradually makes us feel we deserve things. 
     The red envelopes have a new function in modern society. Now everyone uses social media to send red 
envelopes. So you can receive a red envelope anytime. Now it has become a kind of communication. People’s 
attitudes have changed little by little. 
 
Xiu Kui Ng 
Cash and Credit Card  
 Many people like to use credit cards because they are very convenient. You don’t need to bring cash with you and 
you can buy anything and travel everywhere. But sometimes cash is more convenient than credit cards because it can 
help someone who really needs it to do something, and credit cards can’t do it.  
 Tina and Pearl were co-workers, and their children studied at the same after school program. Tina picked up her 
children every day. One day, Tina as usual went to pick up her children and then they went to the bakery to buy 
some snacks. When Tina wanted to pay for her order, she suddenly felt confused and embarrassed because she 
forgot to bring her wallet and she had no money to pay for the snacks. What could she do?  
 Just at this time, she saw Pearl’s husband passing the bakery door, and she asked to borrow some money from 
him to pay and then went to buy some food for dinner. The next day, when Tina gave back the money to Pearl, Pearl 
was surprised and said, “You don’t owe me money. Why are you giving me money?” Tina smiled and told her the 
details. Pearl laughed and said, “You are lucky. My husband seldom carries cash. He usually uses his credit card. If 
he had no cash, he would want to help you, but couldn’t.” So sometimes cash is more convenient than a credit card. 
 
Ya Si Qiu 
Electronic Money 
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 In the twenty-first century, more and more people use debit cards and credit cards instead of cash to go 
shopping. I think electronic money is the future. Now, it’s popular in China. People not only use credit cards and 
debit cards, but also WeChat and Alipay (Zhi Fu Bao) to buy clothes, food, eat at restaurants, and even 
transportation. So cash is used less and less. Let me introduce to you how they do it. 
 Shopping is all females’ favorite activity. They say, “I don’t want to buy anything, I’ll just look around…”, but in 
the end they maybe take several pieces of clothing to the checkout line. When it’s your turn, you need to decide how 
you would like to pay. I prefer to pay with my credit card because I can earn reward points. At the end of the month, 
the reward points can be exchanged for small gifts or coupons.  
 If you don’t want to go out shopping, you can shop online, but you have to pay by credit card or “Zhi Fu Bao.” 
When you buy something, the money doesn’t directly go to the store but to a third-party account. When you receive 
goods, you need to pay in nine days or fewer. If the goods have problems, you can refuse to sign your name and the 
money will be refunded to your account, and the package is shipped back for free. 
 Is electronic money only used for shopping? Did you hear a voice? It’s your stomach complaining to you! Open 
an app on your cell phone, and you can find all kinds of Chinese restaurants like Chongqin flavor, Zhejiang flavor, 
Dongbei flavor, and Guangdong dim sum! When you choose your restaurant, remember to look up which ways to 
pay so that you can get a bigger discount.  
 I usually pay by WeChat. There’s not only a discount but also it’s easy to collect your friends’ money. After the 
meal you show your barcode to the waitress and she uses a machine to scan your cell phone in order to pay the bill. 
Also, you can pay by WeChat in supermarkets or convenience stores.  They often have a discount. In the working 
days we only take our cell phones when we leave our office to have lunch. You don’t need to worry about cash. 
 For transportation you can also use electronic money to buy tickets or recharge your transportation card, like 
your MetroCard, but in Guangzhou we call it “Yang Cheng Tong.” At subway stations, stores, or ATMs you can 
recharge it.  
 This is a joke about “Yang Cheng Tong”: A man got on a bus, but he only touches the “Yang Cheng Tong” 
machine quickly with his bottom, and he looked for a seat. An old woman was very surprised to see that. She had 
never heard about “Yang Cheng Tong” system, but she decided to try it. When she sat down, the driver said, “Ma’am, 
please pay the fare.” The woman said, “The man’s bottom touched the machine to pay the fare, so why do I need to?” 
The driver said, “He paid using Yang Cheng Tong. Do you have it?” The woman answered: “What?!” This story tells 
us that you don’t use your bottom to pay with “Yang Cheng Tong.” 
 Now, in China, electronic money is used anytime, anywhere. It’s safe for business people or travelers. They don’t 
need to carry a lot of cash with them. At last, I would like share my experience with you. Don’t save too much money 
in your WeChat account or Zhi Fu Bao account. Set your credit limit so that if you lose your cell phone or cards you 
won’t lose all your money. Of course, call your bank to stop your account immediately. 
 Are you ready to travel to China? Enjoy! 
 
Julia Song 
My Checking Account 
 This is a real story about my checking account. Ten years ago, I went to Chase Bank to open a checking account 
and savings account. Over the years I thought Chase Bank’s service was very good. I believed in this bank. Suddenly 
a strange thing happened one day! 
       That was the night of November 30th last year. I went to check my account statement on my cell phone. I usually 
check once a week. Suddenly I saw my checking account had less than one thousand dollars in it. I was very 
surprised. What happened? I was afraid!  
 I read the statement carefully. I found one thousand dollars was withdrawn from my account on November 28th. 
I was thinking, “I didn’t withdraw the money! Why!? Strange!”  
   The next day I went to the Chase Bank in Flushing. I asked what had happened. The bank teller was very serious 
and checked my account. Three minutes later she told me, “Two days ago, you withdrew one thousand dollars.” I 
said, “Recently I haven’t withdrawn money.” She told me, “I am sorry but don’t worry. It was the wrong account 
number. Your account number is 2, but someone saw the account number was 0. So it was wrong. Don’t worry! After 
2 days, we’ll give it back to you.” 
 I waited for two days then I checked my account on my cell phone, and one thousand dollars was back in my 
account. 
 
Valikhan Tuleshov 
My Father Gave Me Money 
      When I was ten years old, I got money from my father for the first time. He was a big national farm director and 
earned a lot of money. 
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       One day before my father went to work, he gave me ten rubles to buy anything I wanted. But after he left, I began 
to play games and forgot my father’s order. I played with my friends, and I lost father’s money. But I felt good and 
didn’t want to stop playing games. 
      In the afternoon I had lunch and went to school. After school I went home, ate dinner, and went to bed. My father 
came home at night. He was always tired and quickly went to bed. So, all of us forgot about the money that my father 
gave me. 
      I remembered what happened after many years. I understood that I was a happy child because money problems 
didn’t affect me. Now that I’m a grandfather I understand that it’s very important to teach my kids to use money 
wisely every day and not forget my advice. 
 
Sunmi Wei 
Saving Money 
 I believe everybody loves to spend money. I love to spend money too. But I love saving money more than 
spending money.  
 When I was a student in college, I found a part-time job. I could make about 2,000 RMB a month. I remember 
when I got paid for the first time, I was so excited. I treated my classmates to lunch and I went shopping with my 
friends. I bought a lot of clothes and shoes. I spent all the money in a day. I didn’t save money to live on. 
 After that day, I borrowed 50 RMB from my friend Amy. I think it was the hardest month in my life. I didn’t have 
money to eat breakfast. I ate bread for lunch and a bowl of oatmeal for dinner. When I was hungry, I thought about 
spending money when I got paid next time. I made a budget, and I planned to divide my pay into four parts. I would 
spend 30% on food, give 30% to my parents, spend 10% on social activities, and 30% I would save in my bank 
account.  
 After making the budget, I thought it was difficult for me. I needed to spend money accurately but I wasn’t 
hungry anymore. I did the same thing in the second month, the third month… After one year, I was able to change 
my spending habits. 
 I’ve had a Li Cai Bao plan since 2013. It’s a financial management plan. When my savings account was over 
20,000 RMB, I tried to use it to get more interest. So I did a lot of research about financial management and went to 
the financial management company.  
 I remember the receptionist was enthusiastic to take me to the financial broker’s office. I asked the broker how I 
could earn money in the plan. She introduced three plans to me. There were three levels of investment. The high-
level investment could get more interest but it was dangerous. The medium-level investment had lower interest but 
it was dangerous too. The low-level investment got the lowest interest and the time was long (about one year) but it 
was safe. I chose the last one. 
 I still like to save money. I will keep doing it.  
 
Anna Wu 
Help Your Credit 
 Before, I never knew late payments could hurt my credit. In fact, I hurt my credit once last year. Usually I like to 
use my credit card when I go shopping. When I use my credit card, I buy a lot of things that I want to buy and it isn’t 
painful at all. But one month, I forgot to pay my credit card, and the credit card company charged me twenty-five 
dollars. I regretted it at this moment. Also I never knew it could hurt my credit.  
 Since that time, I have reminded myself to pay my credit card bill on time. I have to try to control costs and 
spend less. Now, I say to myself, “Use your money wisely. As soon as possible, buy what you need. It is good for you 
right now and in the future.” 
 
 


