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2P MONEY STORIES 
 
Pong Zhi Chan 
Why I Don’t Have a Credit Card 
1. Money 
 a. If I open a credit card, I will lose too much money. With a minimum payment of $25, I will lose $300 per 
year.  
 b. If I do not pay the minimum payment by the due date, I will pay a late fee of $37. I will lose $444 per 
year, not including the annual percentage rate or interest charges.  
 c. If I use a credit card, the restaurant will charge tax on the bill. 
2. Time 
 If I open a credit card, I need to receive the mail and open it and check the statement every month. I’ll 
waste too much time and energy. In America, time is money. 
3. Risk 
 If the person is unlucky, the personal information will be stolen by somebody. You must call the police and 
credit card company. Anyway, it’s a lot of trouble. 
 
Yan Zhen Deng 
Be Careful of Liars 
 I remember when I was a teenager, I had a cousin Fang who worked in Shenzhen, China. I went to visit her 
during the summer vacation. Shenzhen is a big city in China. It’s flourishing but crowded. Also it’s messy. 
 One day I went shopping with my cousin. We waited for the bus to go shopping at the market. A man 
walked past me, but he dropped his money in front of me. I saw it was a lot of money. I thought, “I want to pick 
up the money and give it back to him.” “Who lost money here?” some people said. I wanted to say something, 
but my cousin stopped me. She whispered to me, “Don’t ask. If you pick up the money and give it back to the 
liar or ask something, you will be in trouble.” But I didn’t understand.  
 My cousin knew I was confused. She said, “They’re all liars. They’re a team. If you pick up the money or 
answer them, you’ll get caught in their game. You’ll follow their thoughts. Finally, they’ll cheat you out of your 
money.” And then nobody paid attention to them. A man picked up the money and left. I saw them leave 
together.  
 So, don’t be greedy. If you pick up money, you’ll be in trouble. But if you are nice and pick up the money 
and give it back, you’ll be in trouble too. 
 
 
Min Yi Fan 
Exchange Rate and Travel 
 When foreign exchange reserves were rising fast in China, China started to change the exchange rate. The 
government department did not follow the U.S. dollar exchange rate. It was flexible. It changed the tourist 
economy in China.  
 For example in 2014-2015 the RMB rose in value. Many people visited Japan and Europe. In 2016, oil 
prices fell internationally. The Russian ruble fell to half its value. Two people could travel for the price of one. 
Then the pound was devalued. Visitors would prefer to stay in the U.K. a long time. They used to visit 
Cambridge University and Oxford University. The students went to study at universities in the U.K.  
 In recent years the RMB has risen in value. People’s travel costs have decreased a lot. They buy a lot of 
luxury goods. They think it’s a lot of cheaper than in China. They empty the shelves at outlet stores in minutes. 
More and more Chinese are immigrating to the United Sates. Also more students are studying in the U.S. 
 So last month, my family celebrated Lunar New Year in Mexico City. We changed U.S. dollars to Mexican 
pesos. 1 U.S. dollar equaled 18.55 Mexican pesos. We felt the food was cheaper than in New York. Tacos are my 
favorite Mexican food. We visited the Pyramid of the Sun and Moon. That is Mayan culture. People spoke 
Spanish. My sons practiced speaking Spanish. The weather was warm and sunny. There were many museums. 
It was an amazing city. I hope to visit again. I would rather spend less than spend more when I travel. 
 
Xiao Yan Fang 
About Money 
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         If you have money, you can buy stuff with money. Coins are worth 1 cent, 5 cents, 10 cents, 25 cents and 1 
dollar. Bills are $1, $5, $20, $50 and $100. Every kind of money has a different president or famous person on 
it. If you have a lot of money, you can be rich. But if you are poor, you can start working or become homeless. 
         I remember I got a lot of money on my wedding day. My parents and parents-in-law invited many guests 
to my wedding party, and everyone gave me cash and golden jewelry for presents. I was very happy that I was 
rich.  
 Right now I’m in America. I work very hard. Every weekend the boss gives me a check. I’m also happy to 
earn money. I usually like to spend money on my sons. I buy healthy food and many clothes for them. But these 
things are cheap, not expensive. On weekends they go to school to study. It’s very expensive.  
         I spend money on the things I need and not the things I want. I spend the same amount of money as I 
make. But I still work. 
 
 
Dan Ping Feng 
My Credit Card Story 
       I always used cash only. In 2000, I moved to Puerto Rico. When I was working, I found that some 
customers used credit cards. I was interested and I went to the bank. There I applied for my first credit card. I 
like to use it. It is more convenient than cash. But you have to use credit cards carefully or they will be stolen. 
      One night at the gas station I spent $20 on my credit card. I signed a $20 receipt. A month later, I received 
my credit card bill. I found that that there was a $20 second refueling at the same time. At that time I went to 
the bank to ask. They said the gas station workers had used my credit card to take out $20 in cash. Now I do 
not let my credit card leave my sight.   
 
Cai Hong Huang 
About Money 
          I am a lover of money, I really like money. I can buy a lot of clothes, travel, buy houses or a car. It can 
also help people in need. Since I started working I think money is very important. It can make me very happy. 
But I also love spending money. 
 I never had a habit of saving money before I got married. I had a best friend. Her name was Li Li. I am one 
year older than her, and she saved money every month from work. So almost every month I borrowed money 
from her and paid her back, but she never refused me and she was always happy to lend it to me. She never 
bought expensive clothes, shoes, or bags, but I used the money to buy these things and then if I did not like 
them, I gave them to her. She was very happy.  
 One day when we were 26 years old, she told me she wanted to buy a house. I was very surprised. Since 
then, I started to no longer spend money. I was 29 when I bought my first house in China. House 
appreciation, money appreciation. Money is a house, a house is money. If you want more money, buy more 
houses.  
 Thanks to my best friend. She changed my life. She helped me become rich. 
 
Jie Ling Huang 
Chinese Red Envelopes 
 When the Lunar New Year was coming I was excited and happy as a child. On New Year’s Eve, every family 
will come back home to enjoy the New Year. After New Year’s Eve dinner, the happiest thing is that I got red 
envelopes from my family. And I would say New Year’s blessings to everyone. On that day, many families stay 
up very late. Some even stay up all night playing cards, laughing, chatting, or telling stories to the children. I 
had a blast on New Year’s Eve with my cousins and friends. We usually played with fire crackers. It was so fun. 
I loved firecrackers. 
 Every Lunar New Year I got plenty of red envelopes when I was a child. At the end of the New Year, I 
opened the red envelopes and counted the money. 
 In recent years, it has become popular among young people to send red envelopes via WeChat as a greeting. 
It has become a new way to greet friends or relatives during the Chinese New Year period. 
 
Anna Kong 
If I Had $50 Million 
    If I had $50 million, then my life would be very different. I would make a plan to use the money and divide 
the money in several ways. 
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     First, I would buy a big house in New York for me and my family. I would renovate a house and install 
advanced equipment in the house. I would buy a new, big TV, phones, and computers. And I would buy a house 
in Guangzhou for my father and pay someone to take care of him. 
      Second, I would invest in education. I have two children. I would spend some money on my children’s 
education and help them love to learn and discover. 
     Third, I would donate a portion of the money to children who need it. There are many children in the 
hospital. They need our help. 
      Fourth, I would start an investment business. I would buy some real estate, find a suitable business and 
make use of more money. 
       Fifth, I would go on a trip around the world with my family and take in beautiful views of the world. 
     Last, I would save some money in the bank. 
 If I had more money, then I would have a perfect life. I would have a wonderful life. 
 
Xiao Lin Kuang 
About Money      
 Money is important for everyone. Especially borrowing money. Borrowing money is a sensitive issue. Some 
friends become strangers because of borrowing money. The problem of borrowing money from others is that 
few will return the money or they will not return it on time.  As for me, I will measure friends to see if they are 
worthy of being trusted.  
 In my life, I have one experience about lending money to my friends. She told me her father was sick. She 
needed money to go home. I gave her money. She guaranteed to return the money next month. But later my 
friend seemed to be different. She didn’t answer my phone calls. Other friends told me she was a liar. So I 
didn’t get my money and we couldn’t be friends anymore.  
 As for my family, I will lend money to them without hesitation. I trust them. We are so familiar with each 
other and know each other so well. So there is no doubt that they will return my money. They are the real 
friends. They share happiness and sorrow with me. So they are worthy of being trusted. 
  
Anita Lin 
Money                                                                  
 Many people believe that money is the most important thing in life. When I was a child, I didn’t care about 
money. I asked my parents for money whenever I wanted to buy something. I never knew how hard it was to 
make money. 
 When I came to the U.S., I found out money is very important for me. My parents just gave me $20 a day. I 
was very poor. When I wanted to buy something, I didn’t have money. Half a year ago, I told to my parents I 
wanted to find work. I wanted to make money and wanted to be independent.  
 My first job was as a cashier in a Chinese restaurant. I worked from 11:00 am to 11:00 pm, with one day off. 
It was a long time to work. I felt tired every day, but only in this way I could make more money and save 
money. Sometimes I made mistakes and customers got angry. I told myself, “Take it easy. Don’t make mistakes 
next time.”  
 I am very happy when I get paid, I can send money back to China to my family, I can give money to my 
parents, and I can buy gifts for myself. I really know how important money is for me. I always buy something I 
need, but I don’t buy something I want. Now I study hard, word hard, and make more money. In the future I 
can have enough money when I retire or get enough money for my child. 
 
Ruby Lin 
About Money 
  In China, parents will give red envelopes to their children during the New Year. The parents will save the 
money to buy school bags and school supplies when they go to school. Sometimes parents will give some 
money to their children for pocket money.  
 I remember when I was a kid, my parents gave me some pocket money for each week, and I usually went 
shopping and ate with my classmates. After I graduated from high school, my parents lent me 50,000 yuan to 
open a children’s clothing store. At that time, I was already making money by myself. My first job was selling 
children’s clothes. Every month I put some money in the bank.  
 I remember my classmate borrowed 5,000 RMB from me. I lent it to her because she was my best friend. 
She promised to give me 500 yuan a month. I trusted her very much and she paid me money every month on 
time.  
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 I think money is important because it can help people you want to help. If you help others when they need 
money, I’m sure you’ll be happy. When you need money, others will help you. I hope I can make more money in 
the future and bring a better life to my family. 
 
Ling Fang Liu 
My Credit Card 
 I got my first credit card in 2010. It had a total credit line of only five hundred dollars, and it had an annual 
fee. I didn’t often use it to buy things because I got my credit card in New York, so my mailing address was New 
York State, but I worked in South Carolina. I couldn’t get my credit card bill. If I missed the bill, I couldn’t 
know the payment amount and payment due date. I would need to pay a late fee. When I came back to New 
York, I used the credit card to go shopping. 
 One year later, the credit card company renewed my total credit line. I could use one thousand dollars. But 
I called the credit card company to cancel my credit card. They asked me, “Why?” I said, “Because I don’t want 
to pay the annual fee every year.” They told me they could remove the annual fee if I kept this credit card. So I 
kept it, and set up auto pay for my credit card. Now I can go anywhere and use my credit card to buy anything. I 
won’t miss the payment, and I don’t need to pay a late fee forever. 
 I like to use my credit card to go shopping now. I always use my credit card at the supermarket, pharmacy, 
clothing store, and shopping online. It’s easier than using cash. 
 
Fan Qin 
Lost Friend Because of Money 
 When I was a child, I had many girlfriends. They were good to me. One of them was my best friend.  Her 
name was Lin. We went to school together and went back home together every day. We were also good 
neighbors. I often bought something to eat for her because I knew her family was poor. I basically paid for 
everything if we went out. But I didn’t care about that. In my heart she was my best friend.  
 One day she told me she was pregnant. She needed some money to see the doctor because she didn’t want 
this baby. In addition, she didn’t want her parents to know this. She needed my help. I asked her many 
questions, but she didn’t answer. She just said to me, “You are my best friend. I think only you can help me.” 
And then she cried.  
 My heart melted with pity. At that time, she was very pitiful. ”How can I help you?” I asked.  And she said, 
“I need 2,000 yuan.” I had 2,000 yuan because my mom gave me pocket money. I immediately took 2,000 
yuan to her. She said to me, crying, “Thank you so much. I’ll never forget your help.”  
 From then on, she seldom kept in touch with me. I didn’t know why she seemed to disappear. Eventually, 
another friend told me the truth. In fact, she wasn’t pregnant at all. She just needed 2,000 yuan to buy 
something she liked.  
 I was angry after I heard the truth, so I went to her home and told everything to her parents. Her parents 
were angry too. They hit her too. So my girlfriend hated me so much. But they were poor, so they didn’t have 
enough money to return it. I could understand that.  
 Even though I didn’t need them to return the money, she still hated me. I didn’t know I did anything wrong. 
From then on, we seldom met each other. This lesson is an indication that making friends isn’t related with 
money. Though money is important, I think friendship is more important. 
 
Dan Dan Yang 
About Money for Children 
 When I was young, my family would give the children red envelopes. Every Chinese New Year, we all 
received a lot of money. Then parents would teach children how we should spend it: 
 First, you can save it in the bank to cultivate a good habit of saving money. When you really need money, 
you can take it out. Secondly, you can buy some books, or if you are interested in stamp collecting or music, you 
can use your pocket money on it. But usually we wasted it just eating or playing electronic games, and didn’t 
want the parents to know. 
 Now I’m also a parent, I also need to teach my child how to use her money. I don’t want her to waste money 
as I did when I was young. But she is only four years old, and she doesn’t spend money, so I don’t have to worry 
too much now. When she grows up, I’ll teach her that money is very important for us but it is not the most 
important thing in life. Many things are more important than money, such as friendship, love, and family. So 
don’t live only for money. 
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Xiao Mei Zhang 
Happy New Year 
 Today is Chinese New Year. It’s a very important day. All the people buy a lot of food and cook at home or 
go to a restaurant to eat together. All the people wear new red jackets, new shoes, and new pants. It’s a very, 
very happy day. On New Year’s Day we go to church and sing songs. I have two brothers and two sisters. We eat 
dinner together. The best thing: single people get red envelopes.  
 
Ling Ling Zhao 
Money 
 A few days ago on WeChat, I saw the situation of lucky money in various provinces of China. The lucky 
money for Xinjiang is five hundred yuan. In Beijing it’s two thousand nine hundred yuan. In Sichuan it’s eight 
hundred yuan. In Yunnan it’s four hundred yuan. In Shanghai it’s one thousand and six hundred yuan. In 
Hunan it’s eight hundred yuan. In Shenzhen it’s two hundred yuan. In Hong Kong it’s one thousand Gangbi. In 
Guangxi it’s three hundred yuan. In Jilin it’s five hundred yuan. Guangdong ranks the lowest in the country 
with an average of five yuan.  
 People all over the country were very skeptical about the five yuan. Actually, it was true. Some Cantonese 
said, “It is normal to receive five yuan. Ten yuan is usually given by relatives. If you receive twenty yuan, it is a 
miracle. If you receive one hundred yuan, you will never forget it.”  
 This doesn’t mean Cantonese are stingy, because they are pragmatic. If you lived in Guangdong for a long 
time, you will find that the Cantonese are very economical and prudent. They don’t like to flaunt wealth and 
they always keep a low profile. They believe that money should not be seen. Thrift, not waste. Careful 
calculation doesn’t mean that they are poor. They just prefer to spend their money on something valuable and 
meaningful. Finally I want to say, “I am Cantonese, and I am proud to receive five yuan in red envelopes.” 
 


